Series: Blessed are the Peacemakers, a study in Philemon
Sermon: Making Peace with Someone You Have Wronged
Primary Text: Philemon

Discussion guide:
· Is apologizing generally easy or difficult for you? Why or why not?
· Which is harder: making peace with someone who’s wronged you or someone you’ve wronged? Why?
Dr. Paul Brand wrote, "God’s Spirit is like a nervous system for the soul. A person who is 'spiritually alive' is one whose conscience has been awakened to feel the 'sting' of sin and the 'warmth' of grace. To be 'saved' is, in a sense, to be made sensitive again—to have the numbness stripped away so that we can truly feel the touch of the Creator."
· How does coming to Christ “make us sensitive again”? (see Ezekiel 36:26 & Ephesians 2:1-5)
· Read Philemon 10-12 – according to this text why does Onesimus return to Philemon? 
· What does it say about Onesimus relationship with Paul that Paul could send him back?
· Who could send you to apologize to someone you’ve wronged?
· Why is it important to have people like this in our lives?
· Read Philemon 15 – what does this passage say about the importance of Onesimus and Philemon’s time apart?
· What does this tell us about reconciliation?
· Why does reconciliation sometimes need time to happen?
· How can we give reconciliation the time it needs but still keep reconciliation the goal?
· How can we determine the proper timing?
· Read Philemon 15-18 – the word “if” in v. 18 indicates that there may or may not have been a wrong. Last week we said that when making peace with someone who’s wronged you it is important to prayerful determine if you’ve actually been wronged. 
· In the case of making peace with someone you have wronged why is it also important to determine if you’ve actually wronged them?
· Why or how can it be detrimental to apologize when you’ve actually not done wrong?
· In a situation where someone feels you’ve wronged them, but you haven’t – how can you attempt to make peace without wrongfully apologizing?
· Why is empathy important here?
· Read Philemon 18 – what does this tell you about how important reconciliation is to Paul?
· How is returning to Philemon to attempt reconciliation also a way of Onesimus praying a price?
· What ought you be willing pay to make something right?
· What if you attempt to reconcile but they refuse? How do you move forward?
